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October 10, 2008

Board of Social Services Teams Up with ShopRite to Help

 Eligible Residents Apply for Food Stamps, Other Services

A Mobile Citizen Services Office will be in the ShopRite of Bound Brook parking lot at
 611 W. Union Ave., Wednesday, Oct. 22, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.


BOUND BROOK - As the nation’s economic crisis ripples throughout the state, an increasing number of people are having difficulty meeting basic needs.  Rising costs for gas, rent and utility bills are forcing families to make painful choices about other necessities, such as food and medicine.

The County Welfare Directors Association of New Jersey, the Somerset County Board of Social Services, and ShopRite have partnered with Essex County and the New Jersey Anti-Hunger Coalition to help eligible people receive nutrition assistance through the Food Stamp Program.  

On Wednesday, Oct. 22, staff from the Somerset County Board of Social Services will work from a mobile office which will be stationed in the ShopRite parking lot in Bound Brook from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  County residents will be able to apply for food stamps and other social services for which they may be eligible. 

The state-of-the-art outreach vehicle is the size of a bus and is outfitted with a waiting room and three private offices so clients may be served in a confidential, professional manner.  The mobile office is wheelchair accessible and is equipped with wireless Internet connection and a fax machine so applications may be processed on site.

To complete the application process, residents should bring original documents proving the identity of all family members for whom they are seeking assistance, such as birth certificate, driver’s license or school photo ID; proof of residence, such as a rent receipt, current lease or current mortgage statement and tax bill; proof of income, such as last four pay stubs, unemployment stubs, Social Security Insurance award letter, or other income verification; proof of monthly expenses in addition to rent or mortgage, such as utility bills and homeowner’s insurance, and medical expenses that are paid on a regular basis.

“The Board of Freeholders is pleased with the quick response offered by Social Services Offices around the state in addressing the needs of residents who may require assistance at this difficult time,” said Freeholder Director Peter S. Palmer. 

For additional information, contact Denise Patullo of the Somerset County Board of Social Services at 908-526-8800.
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