NORTH PLAINFIELD POLICE PRESS RELEASE

July 28, 2004
Chief William G. Parenti

National Night Out Celebration
North Plainfield Police Chief William Parenti has announced that the North Plainfield Police Department plans to participate in the National Night Out commemoration on Tuesday, August 3.  The celebration will held at the North Plainfield Police Department’s Community Policing substation at 93 Greenbrook Road, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  National Night out started in 1984 and was launched as a way for neighbors to become closer and forge relationships that would make neighborhoods safer.  Chief Parenti said: “Originally celebrated by leaving a porch light on, the celebration has become more interactive and a means for the police and the communities that they serve to reconnect”.  

One of the highlights will be a police emergency and specialty vehicle display.  The Chief indicated that plans are in order to display eight different vehicles.  Residents are encouraged to inspect the vehicles and equipment they carry. 

Members of the Department will also complete “identity kits”.  These are kits that include a child’s fingerprints, a photograph, and a hair sample for DNA.  The completed kits are retained by the parents for a rapid source of identification information in the event of en emergency.  

The Crime Prevention Officer will be on hand to answer questions regarding the establishment and running of neighborhoods block watches.  Patrol Officer and Detectives will also be on hand to answer questions on identity theft,  

Crime prevention along with information on the DARE and GREAT programs taught in the Borough’s schools.  Handouts and pamphlets will be available along with balloons and trinkets for the children.  This year the North Plainfield Fire Department will also be on hand with a Fire Truck and information on fire prevention.   
The Chief was pleased to announce that members of the PBA would be on hand preparing hamburgers, hot dogs, and sodas for all who stop by.  Chief Parenti said:  “I’m pleased at the response of the PBA, this is a great chance for residents to meet their police officers in a relaxed yet informative setting”.  Questions regarding the upcoming event can be directed to the community policing unit at 908 769 2971, or Lt. Clyne at 908 769 2922.  

